	

	

	

	Asbestos no paper tiger for document shredder

Tuesday, March 08, 2005 

By DARRYL R. ISHERWOOD 

Staff Writer 

HAMILTON - It was five years after the previous owners had moved out that Stephen Mandarano's paper shredding company moved into the W.R. Grace insulation plant on Industrial Drive, but the contamination left on the grounds may cost him dearly. 

Mandarano, general manager of Accurate Document Destruction Inc., said the issues raised recently about the history of the site and the asbestos contamination that lay hidden for years could cost his company more than $100,000. 

On top of what might become exorbitant expenses, he already has spent hours dealing with the problem, even though his company had nothing to do with the contamination and was told the grounds were clear before they moved in. 

"I have to concern myself with what has been thrown on me but also with what my responsibilities are at this point," he said. 

When Accurate moved into the former Zonolite factory, they did it with written assurance from state environmental officials that the property had been cleaned and no health threat remained. 

On Nov. 15, 1995, a "No further action" designation was issued by the state Department of Environmental Protection after a consultant hired by W.R. Grace assured agency officials no threat existed from the building's asbestos-tainted past. 

But recent testing by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency show levels of asbestos on the grounds as high as 40 percent, a huge difference from the concentrations reported by the consultant, which ranged from .03 percent to 1 percent, according to an EPA report. 

The contamination was a result of years of processing asbestos-containing vermiculite, shipped to the Grace plant in Hamilton and 28 other facilities nationwide from a mine in Libby, Mont. The vermiculite was used to make insulation that reportedly was installed in 15 million to 30 million homes. 

The contamination was cleaned from the property last year when the EPA ordered 9,000 tons of dirt removed. 
Mandarano's costs so far have been several thousand dollars in legal fees for meetings with the company attorney and in payroll costs for employees who would not work last Monday after news of the plant's history appeared in The Times. 

"I had to pay them for that. They didn't want to go to work until they got reassurance from someone that it was safe," he said. 

But his future costs could skyrocket as he begins to deal with insurance companies who may decide that whatever asbestos exposure his employees have had is a risk that will add to the company's premiums. His workers' compensation insurance alone could go up by as much as $100,000, but all of his employees have a right to be tested, he said. 

The legal fees also will continue to mount, he said, and that is before anybody decides to sue his company. 

In light of the recent discoveries on the property, Mandarano said he was disappointed to learn the reports submitted to the DEP when Grace closed the factory were inaccurate. 

Asked about the study, DEP Commissioner Bradley Campbell called the report "completely unacceptable." 

But Campbell, who was not the DEP commissioner at the time the report was submitted, said it was standard practice to allow the company ultimately responsible for the cleanup to conduct the environmental investigation. 

Campbell said in recent years the self-reporting has been supervised more closely. 

The agency regularly audits reports and now would likely have required follow-up sampling, he said. 

A new thought has crept into Mandarano's head as he contemplates where to go from here: His company ships millions of tons of shredded material to be recycled each year. That material is then made into paper and other products. He said he has no idea if the shredded material might possibly have contained W.R. Grace asbestos and if so, what danger that could pose. 

"There could be a huge trickle-down effect here," he said. "But the scariest thing is the dark empty room. We don't know what's out there." 

A new series of calls recently has begun to come into his office. Personal injury attorneys have started contacting him to represent his company if he decides to sue anyone over being thrust into the middle of this environmental nightmare. 
So far, he has politely refused. 
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